
Dear Secondary School Parents,  

Beginning on May 4, 2020 we will be implementing the next phase of our Continuity of 
Learning Plan. The intent of this phase is to provide our students with structure to their 
day, greater opportunities for explicit instruction, access to support, and to foster 
connections.   

This phase includes synchronous teaching and learning opportunities where students 
and teachers engage in real time interaction using the Zoom video conferencing 
platform. This enhancement will give students and teachers two sessions a week (per 
core subject area) that may be used for live instruction, to work through a problem set, 
go over questions from homework, follow up from a pre-recorded video, and/or class 
discussion.  

Our Continuity of Learning plan now balances synchronous and asynchronous teaching 
and learning. As was the case in the previous phase, students will continue to engage 
with course material at their own pace (asynchronously) through teacher 
created/curated videos and assignments.  

Below you will find Frequently Asked Questions that we have developed regarding this 
next phase of our plan as well as guidelines for student behavior during synchronous 
teaching and learning sessions.  

If you have any questions or concerns please reach out to me, your child’s teacher or 
the appropriate administrator.  

Warmest regards,  

Dr. Vincent Butera 

Superintendent of Schools  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Frequently Asked Questions  

Q: What is the schedule for the Zoom sessions?  

Teachers will provide their classes with a schedule and link to Zoom sessions on the 
Friday before the new week. If a teacher is going to change the schedule, they will post 
changes on Friday for the following week. Zoom sessions will be scheduled on the days 
and within the time periods listed below. Session length will be determined by the 
teacher.  

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 
 
  

9:00 - 

9:30* 

Fine & 

Performing 

Arts** 

Engineering  Business Fine & 

Performing 

Arts** 

Health  

(even) 

Technology 

(odd) 

Phys. Ed 

(even) 
Computer 

Lit. (even) 

Home & 

Careers  

(odd) 

 
 
  

9:30 - 

10:00* 

Health  

(odd) 

Fine & 

Performing 

Arts** 

Fine & 

Performing 

Arts** 

Engineering  Business 

Computer Lit. 

(odd) 
Technology 

(even) 

Phys. Ed  

(odd) 

Home & 

Careers 

(even) 

10:00 – 

12:00 
Social Studies 

(odd) 
Math 

(odd) 

World 

Language 

(odd) 

Science 

(even) 

English 

(even) 

  



12:00 – 

2:00 
Science 

(odd) 

English 

(odd) 

Social Studies 

(even) 

Math 

(even) 

World 

Language 

(even) 

2:00 – 

3:00 
ENL (stand alone support) 

  

3:00 – 

4:00 
Clubs, Activities and Honor Societies 

*Elective courses scheduled between 9:00am and 10:00am will meet once per week 

**Band, orchestra and chorus students will meet once every 2-3 weeks on a rotating 
schedule established by the teacher 

Resource Room and support classes will be scheduled throughout the school day.  

Q: Are Office Hours still in effect? 

No, the previous office hour schedule is no longer in effect. Teachers will continue to be 
available during regular school hours to respond to student questions and will also 
answer questions during their Zoom sessions.  

Q: What is the purpose of the Zoom sessions? 

The purpose of the zoom sessions is to enable student-teacher engagement. Teachers 
may use this time for live instruction, to work through a problem set, go over questions 
from homework, follow up from a pre-recorded video, class discussion, etc. 

Q: How long will Zoom sessions be per day?  

Each student can expect to participate in a minimum of two Zoom sessions per day. 
Session lengths will be determined by the teacher based on their goals for the session.  

Q: Will my child’s teacher provide a weekly schedule of Zoom sessions?  

Yes, your child’s teacher will provide the weekly schedule of Zoom sessions. Schedules 
may vary as the needs of our students change. If a teacher is going to change the 
schedule, they will post changes on Friday for the following week.  

Q: Will my child still have assignments beyond their Zoom session?  



Students will continue to be asked to complete independent assignments. Independent 
assignments will be available through their teacher’s Google Classroom or Canvas 
learning page.  

Q: What are the attendance requirements for Zoom?  

We ask that you do your best and have your child attend as much as possible. We 
recognize that family and home situations are such that all students may not be able to 
engage in every session. Our intent is not to create additional hardship for our families 
but to create increased opportunities for connections and support. Please communicate 
any concerns directly with your child’s teacher and school counselor. 

Q: Will attendance be taken during Zoom sessions? 

Teachers will monitor attendance and work completion. They will follow up with families 
of students that do not regularly submit work. As a reminder, Effective April 27:  Our “Do 
No Harm” grading policy is no longer in effect, and we have transitioned to a good faith 
effort grading policy to complete the work. A “Good Faith Effort” is defined as 
completion of assignments in a satisfactory manner.  

Q: How will final course grades be calculated?  

Quarters at the Secondary School will transition to Trimesters. This is to ensure that 
each grading period includes assignments from when school was in regular session. 
There will be a Trimester 3 progress report concluding on May 15. Progress report 
comments will be posted to the portal on May 22 at 4 p.m. 

Q: How will teachers calculate Trimester 3 grades? 

Transitioning from “Do No Harm” to “Good Faith Effort” to complete assignments, 
teachers will follow the steps listed below to determine Trimester 3 grades:  

• For the first 50% of the Trimester 3 grade, teachers will calculate students’ 

grades from January 27 through April 24, only using assignments from remote 
learning (March 16 through April 24) if they raise grades. 

• For the second 50% of the Trimester 3 grade, teachers will calculate student 
grades from April 27 through the end of the year based on the percentage of 
assignments completed in a satisfactory manner. 

Q: How will I find out if my child’s Zoom session is cancelled for the day? 

In the event that a Zoom session needs to be cancelled a message will be posted on 
the teacher’s Google Classroom/Canvas page.  

Q: If my child misses their Zoom session, will the session be re-taught?  



A make-up Zoom session will not be provided in the event that a child misses the 
session. Students may access course materials through the teacher’s Google 
Classroom/Canvas page.  

Q: Will Zoom sessions be recorded to be accessed later?  

No, sessions will not be recorded.  

Q: What are appropriate student behaviors for Zoom?  

The following online learning code of conduct is to be adhered to at all times when 
students and teachers are engaged in remote learning. In the unlikely event that 
inappropriate behavior occurs during an online session, a teacher will end that session 
and follow up accordingly.  

Remote instruction content is the property of the school district. The following actions 
are prohibited and violation of these rules will result in disciplinary action. 

                       Students are prohibited from:  

cyberbullying. 

  

recording a video conference session in any form.    

  

altering any content presented during remote learning. 

  

using any inappropriate images. 

  

sharing, posting, or otherwise distributing in any manner any content, via text or on 
social media such as Twitter, Snapchat, Instagram, Tik Tok, etc. 

   

using platforms for any purposes other than their intended use as directed by 
their teacher 

  



sharing any links, ID numbers, passwords, or invitations of Zoom sessions to 
anyone. 

  

Adults may not record, alter, or distribute a videoconference session in any form.  

Q: What are the guidelines for participation in the Zoom session?  

• Students must type their first and last name and enable their video so that the 
teacher can see each child before allowing them into the session. 

• Students should arrive three-five minutes early so that the session can begin on 
time.  

• Students must keep the video feature on at all times. 
• Students should be seated at a desk, table, or a quiet place free from 

distractions, siblings, pets, television, or toys.  
• Students may not have any other devices out that distract from learning during 

the meeting such as cell phones, video game consoles, etc.  
• Students should be on mute and raise their hand if they would like to speak or 

ask a question. 
• Consider providing your child(ren) with headphones or earbuds while engaging 

with audio or video content, as it will help them focus on the learning and not 
what's happening in the home. 

• Adults/siblings should not be present or interrupt any live session unless younger 
children need technical assistance. If you have questions for your child’s teacher, 
please send an email after the session and the teacher will get back to you 
during school hours. 

Q: What if I need technical assistance? 

Please visit our FAQ landing page or e-mail mpsithelp@manhassetschools.org. 

Secondary Special Education Services 

Q: Will my child’s Resource Room meet via zoom?  

Yes, your child will have two scheduled Resource Room zoom sessions per week. Your 
child’s Resource Room teacher will provide their schedule to their students on the 
Friday prior to the next week.  

Q: My child’s program includes ICT classes. How will ICT services be rendered?  

Special Education teachers will continue to co-plan with the general education 
teachers.  Students are encouraged to attend both the core ICT sessions facilitated by 
the general education teacher AND the ICT support sessions facilitated by the special 
education teacher. ICT support classes will meet two times per week.  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.manhassetschools.org%2fitfaq&c=E,1,DY_Hz600HesF4voUxKI3QTNX9q7Ma1L221ipNXomVzRiadJjZJCoTIv1Ggj6uxsGPMOjl4VTQqDmJbIZzs9kR2XJdtb92XHRxmP-1gR-Stw,&typo=1
mailto:mpsithelp@manhassetschools.org


Q: My child’s program includes ID classes. When will ID classes meet?  

ID classes will meet following the department schedule outlined above. ID teachers will 
schedule two zoom sessions per week. ID teachers will provide their schedule to 
students on the Friday prior to the next week.  

Q: My child receives related services. When will those services be scheduled?  

Your child’s related services provider will contact you to schedule the services.  

Secondary ENL (English as a New Language) Services 

Q: How will my child receive his/her ENL services?  

Your child will have at least two scheduled Zoom sessions per week. The frequency of 
sessions will be dependent upon your child's level of English proficiency and needs. 
Your child's ENL teacher will provide their schedule to their students on Friday for the 
following week.  

Q: My child's program includes an English ENL class. How will services be 
delivered in this class?  

ENL teachers will continue to co-plan with their English co-teachers.  Students should 
continue to attend their scheduled English ENL Zoom classes. The ENL teachers will 
participate in these sessions and will also be available during the ENL block for 
additional content-area support. These sessions will be shared with students on Friday 
for the following week.  

 

 


